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able achievement and, as Baldwin aptly pointed out, " the
Government had availed themselves of the parliamentary
recess to take a, holiday from Socialism.'
When Parliament resumed Eden busied himself with a
number of topics.  He explained his reasons for supporting
capital punishment in a perennial private member's motion
on the subject. The House should pause before it removed a
distinction in crime by lessening the penalty against the most
heinous offences and bringing it down to the level of less
serious offences.   If capital punishment was a deterrent, all
appeals to sentiment should be banished from our minds. But
no one will deny that the greatest deterrent in our minds is
the fear of death. Certainly there was no substitute for it. If
that is so were we right in removing it ?  Comparative statis-
tics with other countries did not help because so much depends
on the English point of view and on the English character.
He took an active part in the protracted committee stage of
the Widow's Pension Bill. The Conservatives, it is reported,
moved a large number of amendments which, while osten-
sibly designed to remove anomalies from the Bill, had no
other effect than to take up a great deal of valuable parlia-
mentary time.   Eden entered into the technicalities, and on
one occasion had a lively duel with the redoubtable Jack
Jones.
The debate on the resumption of diplomatic relations with
Russia produced but few of the fireworks of 1924. The
somewhat lukewarm negotiations between M. Dovgalevski
and Mr. Henderson, which had at one stage been brusquely
broken o££ gave the Conservatives some grounds for implying
that the Russians were not going to give up then- insidious
propaganda and that the Labour Party were not in a position
to prevent it. On the whole Eden overstated his case. Mr.
Henderson had pursued 'the worst method of diplomacy
that any statesman of this country could ever follow. He
had combined strength of speech with weakness in action,
and ' you can do no greater disservice to your own country's
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